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THE BLTULLTE SAIL PATTERN GUIBE

Part 2 - The Hobie 17 and Hobie 20

mlke il Haolie 14 and 16 sils, Haolbie 17

ansl Hobie 20s have had colored sail patterns

froem the time af thew inirediction Whes (ke
H-17 was intrmduced 1984, Holbse Cae krnew tha
colored sils sold more boats. The H-17 vertical oui
mils {aid Luier the Hoebic 20 vri-racdial cut) broughe
new aspects 1o the kaleidoscoge of colors on the water,
The sails wese inore LELImpare s salil [Decroi,
rrul":ug chfferent shades of calor -.'Iqtll-in_q o wiheth -
e ke sun was shnng on them or through them, Hai-
|I.'I:E'l'l. h"|':. rr'll:l:nn'h! l'.l:'hl.'l. en the cormem and
extra beech meinforcerment panels made the sasls asym-
imetfic = the twa sides had diffesent colas paltems.

Hobse Cat'’s criginal offering for the Hobie 17 was
a corment ional, horigcnizl oot sail made froem ome of
II.I; g, L :|||+||:|.||:n||. il |I:||IT;JJI :rp-J.'lHI; nl II.: tilll.'.
The sew matenal was a two-ply laminated Mylar with
scriwn. Memi of these horiscial puitems (mimbers 1-5
and 35 on the chart) are new ooccedingly rane, Patsern
#35 wus the Botory-supphicd sml st the 1990 H-17
Workls in Torontn, but # was palby a demed-up
oversiock from the mid -8,

A that timne of the Hlabie 17 intssdoction, the
milboard mdustry was boammg and becanse of that,
the technolagy for sails was changiog mpelly. Habie
Cat makzed uﬂ}'ﬂni a merhical cut sad was ot
solution for the H-17. Halse q-m'rh.'l:f replaced the
I'H.';Eill.'l] amils with 1l new mscdern vertical cur mil,
Hewwever, thiir sl kafh did not have any expenence
|-.-L'.|..E them, so dadllwsrd il maker Neil I"|-:|-!:
prechiccad the farst vertical cut sails for the H-17. Thess
paterns, whisch hadd mo mame at the time, were Iniﬂl.'lg'
lnng]lt altcr "I}l ICTL, P-'l_ll_h!. rcdn ceskar weae the
order of the day. Many of these became the basis for
ihe B :ulnnl].uu:hu i 1787, wleenm | ksdbic miarsed
prodising their own vertical cut sl for the H-17.

Hobss 17 sales tnpered off shasply in tke carly
19Ty :l|r| LT rr;] rh.r l'nln:lu.-liim. |:|II||.|.-|.lr l:li]P:l'kﬂl.
Like the H-16 sailz, a mvore somber rirll: wis
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developed in the mid-1o-lue 1900, Cimicia sail
paticrns became mose Frl:n]r:nl ansd several well
hsuewin piics are shown Fois (Ris j.'l:"‘lll.

A beghier, sumnier paletss was callod forim the
Hrlr 2w, el e lihg; Huobie Cais "hack 1o the besk™
theme. The latest imtreahiction, Smake, evales a iy of
thee Tiger’s smoke colored =ils,

J"lr.li the intrsdisetsain of the | kebic 20 w0 1?']'1.,
Habie Cat had Skap Elliot design and prodece the
first smls. These had o pasiel paletie and looked very
muach Bl the eails produced by ERiot Sailmaker for
MACRA. Prodeciion was broughi in-house withina
..'|H.|l||.: ::l'_:n:m. atsl the calor LH‘;.Bh lehe] li!ll-l'-ll.u.ﬂl ]}'.
differentiafing the Hobie 20 from its chick competi-
Lies.

The Holne 20 gl haz ahways been white Dacron -
escepl for the renforcing patches at the comers. Fwe
BilTerent colamn havwe len ] = whitc, Blue, wd,
green and very ru.'n:'l'!,}tllw.'l'l-m icdn't spem 1o be
ikl fezion as ws wliich coler wis Unl.. du.':l'\l Tar the
Wik Thasg” pattem i whach mch comer had 3
ditlerent color.

I D9, 4o e kbmie Hobae 20 #5000 Hebic Cat
produced a cne-of-kind ned-halled boar. This was
sailedl ai the =20 Matsaials = Hl._l.l.tl e liF.‘l.-l-It
rel holle sicodd out like a som thmb amongst the (boct
of whibe hadls. Even lh-ul.q_d- i1 had a whiie sal, we've
i heded that bmat as #18 oo thie chast,

Thiese days, with the exception of the Smeale
fl.1.1'|:|1| o1 the | [11.._'.. the llll]}l staiscdand colae for Exstls
the H-1T7 and the H-20 & white. Cabored sal materal
is expensive i senall quninies sl these's mot much of
asckmnand for mplacement male, You can still osdor
scustom paitenmns, but the availabiliy is livted o the
colom al ot on hand,

Do you knew of an unusual pattem or know a
patiers mure we misol? Send is an e-mail o
heanewefcmncast.mr and ket os know abot 38 You
mever know — 1t might be i the nest FACTLIVEY
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